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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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ACTION 
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MR. PRESIDENT: 


Friday, November 
12 :40 p. 


S 

22 , 


m 






I have just come from the meeting you instructed us to have with 
Secretary Rusk and Secretary Clifford. 


1968 


Attached at-Tab. A ifi-thp- atatafla&ufcjfoat w°- .would propose to give the 
South Vietnamese on Sunday. It takes into account Bunker's suggestions arising 
from the discussion reported this morning with the South Vietnamese Foreign 
Minister. 

It will be preceded by an instruction telling Bunker to take up this draft 
on Sunday directly with Thieu and to nail it down then. 

We also agreed that we should forward to-Bunker the attached Reuters 
despatch (Tab B) and tell him that there is a strong feeling here that time is 
running out and that he should make every conceivable effort to meet the 
schedule of: 


-- agreement on Sunday; 

-- Troop Contributors' agreement on Monday; 
announcement on Tuesday. 

There was also discussion of the alternative next approaches to talks in 
Paris in case we should find Thieu still dragging his feet on Sunday. Sect. Rusk 
proposes a sequence in which we first establish whether Hanoi would meet with 
us bilaterally on the DMZ, etc. , in secret; then tell Thieu we shall do it unless 
he gives a date for his delegation in Paris; and then proceed bilaterally. Only 
if this approach fails would Sect. Rusk advise taking the Clifford approach, 
which is to tell Thieu that unless he gets to Paris as of a certain date we shall 
talk openly with the other side on military matters. Sect. Clifford says that 
secret bilateral talks with Hanoi would not meet the President's political problem. 


The matter was not resolved; but Sect. Rusk said that we shall come back 
to it again when we see what happens on Sunday. 


After ydu approve, Sect. Rusk plans to take up this proposed statement 
with Bob Murphy. 
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Approved 


Rostow 


—, NARA, 


Disapproved 
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